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movement going on. Nothing more terrible in the
way of revolution made itself seen than the
appearance of a body of armed men, who called
on one of the Stirlingshire Yeomanry to surrender
his weapon. The man thus challenged contrived to
get back to Kylsyth, near which the armed con-
spirators had made their appearance, and he gave
the alarm. A small body of troops was despatched,
and they soon came upon the conspirators, who
refused to surrender, and fired some shots, but were
very soon disarmed and overpowered. Some of the
conspirators were wounded, and about nineteen
arrests were made, and the collision obtained the
high-sounding name of the battle of Bonnymuir.
Many of the unfortunate creatures who joined in
this armed movement had been deluded into the
belief that a great rebellion was coming on ; that an
army of rebels, several thousands strong, was within
hail; and that they had better, for their own safety,
take part at once with the forces of revolution.
Nothing came of the whole business, which even in
those days of severity called for no more than a
light sentence on the few who were convicted and
whom it was thought worth while to punish at all.
After the battle of Bonnymuir, Scotland stood just
where it did before. Yet the alarm that was spread
through the country was as genuine and deep as it
was vague and unfounded. Miss Martineau, in her
" History of the Peace," has given a description, at
once amusing and instructive, of the state of public
feeling in many districts after the Cato Street Con-
spiracy. " Those," she says, " who are old enough